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Confronted with Palazzo Versace
for the very first time all sorts of
expressions come to mind, but
foremost is: Mama mia! 

It’s a unique twinning as Las
Vegas meets Old Europe in this
deliciously over-the-top tribute by
Donatella to her late brother
Gianni. Kitsch, perhaps; tacky,
never. Everything is genuine
Italian, from the multi-coloured
river-stones that line the approach-
way to the giant chandelier in the
lobby, that once hung in Milan’s
state library. And everything is
genuine Versace, from the
furniture and fabrics to the cutlery
and crockery, to the artworks from

Gianni’s collection that line the
corridors. 

Opened in 2000, the Palazzo
achieved near instant success, and

not simply because of its designer
label. High standards are
thoroughly evident throughout the
property, and it’s worth noting that
the brand has proved so popular
that a sister hotel is currently under
construction in another part of the
world renowned for its sun and
sand - Dubai.

The Palazzo’s 205 rooms and 72
condos look out onto ocean or
marina views, while five palm-
fringed, heated-saltwater lagoons
lap their surrounds. Staff are clad
all in Versace black and gold, and
move about with a concerned
elegance that would have won an
approving nod from the man who
used to opine: “Versace has only
one level and that is the best”. 

The standard room/suite can


